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It waa reported on this occasion that the tragedienne, dis-
gusted with the enthusiasm manifested for Madame Ristori,
never intended returning to France. The announcement that
her town residence was for sale, which was published shortly
after her departure, seemed to confirm this resolution of per-
petual exile. A few words on this hotel, of which such mar-
vels were related, may not be amiss here. On the announce-
metit of the sale, the French periodicals were seized with a
sudden phrensy of admiration, grief, enthusiasm, and despair.
All that could be said on the immense loss Paris was about
to sustain in the person of the owner, and on the immense
value of the dwelling and its contents, was exhausted. Those
who thus took on themselves the rSle of auctioneers, to puff
and cry up the goods and chattels of the tragedienne, seemed
to wish to show the world how low their venal adulation could
stoop. But the'result was only partially attained. All Paris
hastened to satisfy the curiosity excited by the pompous de-
scriptions of the improvised Robinses, and all Paris was dis-
appointed. The domestic curiosity-shop was pronounced to
be such a collection as might be found equaled by the contents
of almost any well-appointed private dwelling, and the temple
itself a tasteless, commonplace affair, more remarkable for
defects than beauties.
The Hotel Rachel, situated on the street to which the
echevin Trudon gave his not very euphonious name, can not
boast of the prospect its windows command. On one side
they overlook a large boarding-school, on the other the garden
of M. Mire's. The present building was erected at Mademoi-
selle Rachel's desire by Charles Duval, the architect who has
since constructed the celebrated Grande Cafe Parisien. The
defects already referred to were inevitable where so serious a
difficulty as that of want of space existed; he was desired to
place an elegant and comfortable mansion on a surface of a
little over 200 yards. The plans had been approved by
Mademoiselle Rachel on the eve of one of her conges, and the
price having been fixed at 60,000 francs, she left him to exe-
.them. Her tour that year proving very productive, she
-the Mend, to whom she had left the charge of over-
and authorized any additional expense the

